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WHY GRADE A STAMP?



When to get a stamp 
EXPERTIZED?



What should I get GRADED?



What CAN be GRADED?





 

Lot#1082 3c Deep Orange Brown, #10A                        Photo       $2,000

Savannah, GA cds, Pos. 61R1i, large to huge marginal copy
showing design of other copies on three sides, rich color
and sharp impression, Grade 98J, a superb gem, nothing 
rated higher, PSAG (2010) cert. Scott Stamp Valuing $2,550+

......................................................................Est. $2,500/$3,000





•

•

•



HOW IS A STAMP GRADED?

•

•



The GRADE of a stamp is the 
combination of:



SOUNDNESS

•

•

•



FAULTLESS



 
EXTREMELY MINOR FAULTS 

(Xmf)

❑

❑

❑

❑

❑



VERY MINOR FAULTS (vmf)

❑

❑

❑

❑

❑

❑



MINOR FAULTS (mf)

❑

❑

❑

❑

❑

❑

❑

❑

❑



FAULTS 
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



MAJOR FAULTS (MajF)

❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑



SEVERE FAULTS (SevFault)

❑

❑

❑

❑

❑

❑

❑



CENTERING COMPONENT OF 
GRADING

•

•



The CENTERING GRADE 
possibilities are as follows:



GRADING GRID



EYE APPEAL

•

•

•



FINAL GRADE

•

•





GUM CONDITION

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•



JUMBO 
•

•

•



VALUE OF A GRADED 
STAMP?

Once you have ascertained the final grade, 
you can then refer to the Scott Stamp 
Valuing Supplement in the "Scott US 

Specialized Catalog" for a close 
approximation of the 'retail' value of the 

stamp based on the grade given.


